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(1) 
THE 


PROCEEDINGS 


Atthe COUNCEL for 


TRADE 


BETWEENTHE 


MUSCOVIA COMPANY, 


Monopolizers ofthe Trade of GRE EN-L ANDand others, 
Adventurers thither, fora FREE-TRADE. 


Wherein you will firſt have the Companies Petition; Next, 
The Councels Order thereupon : And then the Adventus» 
rers Anſwer to the ſaid Petition : As alſo, A Repreſentati- 
on of certain Maſters of Ships, ard Harpineers belonging 
tothe ſaid Company ; with a Reply thereunto by ſeveral 
Maſters and Harpineers appertaining to the Adventurers 
toGreen land for a Free Trade. 


Tothe Right Honorable, the Councel for Trade. 


The humble Pctition of the Muſcovia Company, Ad- 

__ wenturers to Green -land , and their + bor 3h of 
Hull joynizg with them : 
Sheweth 

a= 15>qc.,; Hat whereas your Petitioners bave made ſeveral addreſſes, 


li s | 2 | and been divers times called beſcre this Honorable Coun- 
4Y! 2g | cell concerning the Fiſhing in Gree land, and repre- 
7 Foe 

- 


ſented unto your Honors the Right ni ich they bave to 
the whole Continent,and truc State of the Fiſhing there, 
and did declare the great incrnvenien.;e and prejudice 


2] 
mature deliberation, did concetve [2 juſt and reaſonable ; and thercupon Re- 
ſelved That the Petitioners only,and ſuch as did ſubſcribe in the ſaid Stock with 
them, ſhould be permitted ro Fiſh in the Harbour of Bell S:undand Horn 
Sound, {ſo as they fear our Shipping fully ro fifh the ſame, giving liberry 
to any orher Merchants to Fiſhin Green- Harbour in a joynt Stock; 
which Reſolves this Hondrable Councel were pleaſed to draw into a Report, 
and delivered the ſame into the hands of ſome of your own Members, ſor the 
ſpeedie preſenting thereof, which netwithftanding the Petitioners long exjcfla- 
rion,end their humble ſuit, not any thing as yet heing done therein. = 

And whereas the Petitioners upon tbe hopes they had that the ſame would 
have been Ordered by the Parliamentgand the ſaid Regulation duly obſerved,did 
with their Brethren of Hull who joyn with them, attherr great coſt and 
charges,ſet forth for the laſt Voyage well-nigh 2000 Tuns of Shipping, with 
men and al neceſſary materials,haping by Gods bleſſing upon their endeavours, 
to make a full Voyage , and to bring in a ſuffxcient quantity of Whale-Oyl and 
Fins compleatly to Furniſh this Common-wealth with the ſaid Commsdiries. 

Norwithſtanding which Reſolves, Beſides the Right which the Petitio- 
ners humbly conceive they have ro the whole Fiſhing in Green-land; In 
contempt wenn lr wenn ure? & others, have this laſt year fer 
our ſhips ro the Harbor of Belſound, and have there very much interrup- 
red and difſtorbed the Petitioners in their Fiſhing, ſo far , That of 6. 
Ships ſet out to Bell Sound by the Petitioners, being 1200 Tuns in burden 
Man'd with 340 men,t20 piece of Ordnance, the ſaid Ships arereturned neer 
ewo third parts empty , not having above 450. Tuns of Oyl in all of them 
whereby therr Voyage 1s as it were utterly ſpoyled , which tend:th to their ex- 
ceeding great loſs and dammage; ſo that if ſome courſe be nas f:und for the ſet- 
tlement Z the ſaid Regulation, and Relief for the damages ſujtained,and pre. 
vention for inconventency and intruſion for the future, it will not only be a to- 
tall diſcouragement to the Petitioners , but will likewiſe redound to the great 
dammage of the Commonwealth, and the loſs of that Country and Trad? unto 
the Dutch andothers. 

The Petitioners do therefore moſt humbly pray t!1is Honorable 

Councell duely and fcrioufly ro conſider the Premiſes,being a bu- 

fincls of much concernment co this Commonwealth ; and rhat 
they would be pleaſed to uſe means thar rheir ſaid Report con- 
cerning the Regulation of Fiſhing in the Harhours , may be 
paſſed in Parliament , ſo that the Peririoners may be incouraged 
to proceed for the future in the ſaid Whale-fiſhing, wichour fear 
of the like diſturbance, and that the ſaid Tvom.zs Horth , and the 
other Intruders , may be commanded to make reparation for the 
exceeding great loſs and dammage done to che Petitioners. 


And they as in duty bouzd, ſhall pray, 


Richard Bateman ,Goverzor. 
C for our ſelves and 
John Ramſden ol eAdventurers 
Lancelot Rogers fer Hull. 


Trarſday, 


(3) 


Thurſday , November 13. 1651. At the Conncel for 


Trade at W hite- Hall. 


Ordered, . 
Har Mr. Tksmas Hear:b and Mir.Richayd Wyyner , dogive Anſwer 
| in Wriring to the ſeveral Particulars, both of matter of Fa, 
and orhcrwiſe, char. arc contained in the Petition of the Green- 


1and Company ; and that this be delivered on Thursday, November 27. 


for their fuller information and aſſ:ſtance, wherein they are to haveli- 
berty ro view, or take Copics cf ſuch Papers as have formerly. been de- 
livercd in to this Councel, by rhe ſaid-Company ; To the end thar rhe 
ſaid Defendants may likewilc pertinently propound whar things they 
judge may be beſt , ro the icrlir g, regulating, and increafing the ſaid 
tiſhing. 


i 


To the Right Honorable, the Conncel for Trade. 


T he humble eAnſwer of Richard Warner,and others of Lon- 
don and Hull, Adventurers ro Green-land , for whale. 
Fiſhing. 

To the Petition of the Muſcovia C ompany, avd others of 
Hull joyning with them in their Adventure te 
 Green-land. 

V Hereas the Muscovia Companie,in their Perition ro. your ho- 
| nors, complayne againſt cheſc: Reſj ondents for. ſetting, our 

ſhipps, laſt yeare to iſh in Belſcurdin Greenlasd , alledging tbe ſame to 


on in conremp: of ſeverall reſolves made by your honors. 
Theſe reſpondens ſay that the reſolves made by your honors, about 


_ the retnland fiſhing were nor declared to be any waies Obligatory , nei- 


ther did you require obedience to them from tl«fſe Reſpondents, Bur 
did declare them to be onely your oppinions in the caſe, which you in» 
rended co offer to the Parliament, there to be debated; and theſe re» 
ſpondents conceive thar *tis very uncert1in whethei the Parliament, will 
concurr with you in opinion, If theſe reſolves thou'd be offered tothem, 
Which theſe Reſpondents hope upon ſecond and further Conkiderations 
wilbe Alcered by your ſelves, However theſe Reſpor dents concciving it 
tO be their righe ro fiſh where they pleaſe inGretn/and, thoughthey could 
not have bin charged wich any crime, for uting char Liberty , ſo long 
as the Parliament pur no reltcaint upon them, n irtber immediaily 
by themſelves, nor by ny ſubordinan: avthoriy', And theſe 
Reſpondents are ready to yeitd all due obedience ro your honours 
accading tothe powerentrulted to you by the Parliament. 
Bu: cheſe Reſpondents ſay, chat in cafe your reſolves ba& bin n_—__ 
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they were not diſobcied, for you WY hu that the Muſcovia Compinie 
onely and ſuch as did ſuſcribe in their Joynr ſtock ſhould be perniitted ro 
fiſh in the Harbour of Belſound and Horneſound , ſo 3s they ſent our 
Shipping fully co fith the ſame: and theſe Reſponden:s {a thac the Har- 
bour of. Belſoun1 where theſc reſpond=nts fiſhed was net fully fiſhed both 
by the 1208. Tunn of ſhipping ſent ryYicher by the ſaid company, and 
the 600 Tun of Shipping ſent thither by che Reſpondenrs 3 For cither 
through want of men, or materials, the ſaid Companies Ships loſt near 
as many Whales after they had ſtruck them, as they killed, and more 
Whales chat came into the ſaid Harbour and were diſcovered, went our 
again unſtrucken , then wereſtricken; notwithſtanding the dilligence 


and induſteric of the Ecfpondents , with their four Ships , which was. 


no ſmall addirivn rowards the fa!l Fiſhing of the faid Harbour 3 and 


yet by the bleſſing of God theſe Reſpondents, had a reaſunablc good 
Voyage. 


And whereas the ſaid Company alledged that they were diſturbed: 
and interrupred in rheir Fiſhing by cheſe Reſpondents, They titſ< ite- | 


ſpondents do anſwer , and are ready to prove , that there was no di- 

nce of the ſaid Companies fiſhing ro their leaſt prejudice, the ſaid 
Harbour being fo ſpacious rhar ſeveral Companies may fiſh rherein, and 
many times not be ſeen each ro the other, irbeing 3o miles in length, 
and about 15 miles in breadth, aad there was no conteſt alout the 
firiking of any Whale in the whole time of che fiſhing, ſave only char 
the (gid Companies Ships rook away one Whale from ſome of the Re- 
ſpondents after ſhe wa: killed , and the Reſpondenrs quier!y f(uffcred 
the ſame, cruſting co their leg,ul remedy, rather then they would break 
the peace, .or occaſion any diſturbance or interruption iu the fiſhing, 
whereby much prejudice would have accrued ro boch Parties z. But 
theſe Reſpondents peaceably followed their labour , moſt commonly 
ata great diſtance fromany of rhe ſhips or bears oi ric ſaid Company, 
and if their ſhips did return nor above a thicd part. laden with Oyl, ir 


was nor 2ny ways occaſioned by theſe Reſpondents , for they loſt not = 


one fiſh by any conteſt or contraverſie, neither was it for want ofa ſuf- 
ficient number of Whales coming into the ſaid Hatbour,though it was 
the fcarceſt year for Whales that hath been "this miny years, and God 
Was pleaſed much to proſper the endeavours cf others, and norwith- 
flandi ng, there was not the uſual plenty of Whaics in tie ſaid Harbour 
this year, yet there was more Oyl brougt from thence thus year, then 
ever was formerly in one year. HED | 

As to the right to all the fiſhing in Green-land, prerended to be in the 
aid Company, where'y they take upon them co call others Intruders; 
Theſe Reſpondents ſay, that in caſe your Honors had nor declared that 
you would not Judge of their pretended Right, theſe Reſpondents 
could make it appear. That their own Right to the ſaid fiſhing iq any 
of the Harbours, is equall ro the Right of rhe ſaid Company; and thef- 
Reſpondents are willing to ſubmit their Right to a Tryal at Lay. 


As 
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. As to the Regulating and As the Trade of Fiſhing in Green-land, 
theſe Reſpendents humbly propound 
. Tharall Erglifh men may be under the ſame ſubjetion and pro. 
rection of all the Laws of England, both as to their Perſons and Eflares, 
during their being in Green-land, or any cf the Harbours thereof , that 
they are during their aboad in Eng/and, reſpe& being aways had to the 
Tryal of ſeveral offences , in the ſeveral Courrs that ſhall be appointed 
for the ſame by the Parliament. 
2, That it may be declared that every Ergli{h man that firſt comes, 
=_ freely chuſe his own Harbour and place o! fiſhing , as he crnceives 


for his 6wn advantage, and that no other ſhall diſturb him for thar 


year, under ſome great penalty; and thus, many hundred Fiſhermen 


- may eafily fiſh in che narrow River of Thames quietly , without any 


arrels or contentions about the heſt places for fiſhing ; bur he thar 
firſt comes,chuſes where he will ſer his Nets, and is not difturbed by a- 
ny other ( and though the manner of Whale-fiſhing be different, yer 
with ſon.c addi-ional Rule of Regulation , the caſe will be the fame) 
and this the Keſpondents are informed, is the Uſage in Newfound-land- 
fiſhing,and in all uninhabited Countries, the firſt Poſſeſſor is, and al- 
ways hath been accounted the juſt proprietor. auring his continuance. 
there; and if rhe whole Countrey be left after ir be poſſeſſed, wichour 
any Inhabirant, iris free again for the firſt Pcſleſſor : and this 1s the 
caſe of Green. lendevery fiſking rime. 

3. That ro prevent all differences, quarrels or contentions that may 
ariſe in or about the fiſhing , That theſe enſuing Rules may be made 
Laws by the Parljamenr. 

1 That whoſcever firſt Strikes any Whaleifhis Iron hold until the 
Whale be killed , or untill ſome of his C:mpany ftrikes her, ſoas to 
hold unril] ſhe be killed, That thar Whale ſhall be eſteemed ana raken 


ro be the proper goods of him that ſo ſfruck her , and of his Compa- . 


ny,and that 1n caſe the Whale Strucken breaks looſe again, That ir be 


free for any Fiſher, as if it had never becu itrecken. =: 
'  2.-Tharin caſe any boat have ſtriken a Whale and be in perſuir of ir, 


Thar all otl;er boats nor in perſuir, be bound under ſome Penalty to 
give way to the boats perſuing,whole Ircns ſtick and hold in the whale 

2. Thar in caſc ſeveral bcats belonging to ſeveral Stocks, happen to 
firike ſeveral Whales ar the ſame time, and be in perſiir oft them, and 
one boar is forced ro crols the way upon another , That then the hoats 
upon Which the other boats are forced to run croiv, be bound unde: 
a Pcnalty to vier their Ropes and ſuffer r{;c other beats to paſs over 
them without hiuaring the perluir, 

4. That whes any Whale is }illed an4 marked with any Companies 
Mark.it may he eftecmed the primer goocs of rhar Company, whether 
it be leſt moored or usmoored, cf it remains in tic Harbcur, bur if auy 
dead Whale be found at Sea, not fai enced to any boat cry ſhip, thatic 
be free for rhe fir peſleſler of it., 

no $. Tra: 
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$5. Thar notwithſtanding che Cuſtom of uniuhabvited places that the 
firſt Comer thar poſleſſerh himſelf of any thing, is the reputed Owner, 
yet for the advantage of fiſhing, it may be Felony for any man to pur- 
loyn or ſteal, or ſpoyl,or deſtroy the Casks, Shallops, Coppers, Or an 
other goods of any perſon or Company thar ſhall be left in Green-land, 
marked with a diſtinguiſhing Mark. | 

Thefc Rules being made Laws, Thefe Reſpondents humbly conceive 
thar all pretence of hazardous quarrels and a:l other inconveniencies 
by ſeveral Stocks fiſhing iu the ſame Harbour, will be raken away, and 
the Adventurers to Green-land will be increaſed, whereby many more 
Ships will every year be ſet our for that Fiſhing Voyage , then have 
been formerly, and thereby Seamen and Navigation will increaſc,to the 


great advantage of this Commonwealth ; and the adventure being £. 


hopeful for gain , the Trade can never probably be loſt to rhe Dutch or 
any others , whilſt chere are any Mer rs in England. All which 1s 
humbly ſubmirred ro your Honers Grave Judgements. 
Signed 
Richard Waruer,:n th: beb aff of himſelf and others 
Adventurers to.Green-land. 


——_— _ 


To the Honorable,the Councel for Trade. 
The humble Repreſentation of divers Maſters of Ships, and Harpineers , who 
have for many years paſt , been implozed in the Whele-fiſhing Voyage to 
Green-land,zn the Service of the Muſcovia Company, Adventurers thither. 


Hereas we declared unto this Honorable Councell the laſt year, 

what great-inconvenience and prgudice would enſue, if ſeveral 
Intereſts ſhould be permirted to fiſh in one and the ſame Rarbourz And 
your Honors were pleaſed (both Partics being preſent )to Reſolve, That 
rhe Harbours of Beli-ſound and Horn-ſound, ſhould be enjoyed for the en- 
ſuing year , by the ſaid Co y and ſuch asſhoujd adventure with 
them Giely to themſelves; cupon We were encouraged to proceed 
in the fiſhing as formerly we did,in the ſaid Companies Service; yer 
contrary to your Honors Reſolves,and our expeRarion, two ſhips be- 
longing to Thomas Horth, and rwo fer our by Richard Warner, intrudcd in- 
tO Bell-ſound,and did there fiſh ro our great prejudice; notwithſtanding 
there was Shipping,Men and Boars ſufficient fer forth by the ſaid Com- 
pany fully ro fiſh that Harbour , where we humbly conceive (by the 
bleſſing ofGod upon our endevours )we might have killed as many or more 
Whales as were taken borh by us and them if they had not been there,where- 
by we and many others who were imployed,have loſt the greateſt pars 
of our expeRted means,to our great damage and diſcouragement for the 
future. 

And whereas we have reccived fo great detriment by their intrufian 
and con.petition , Therefore do humbly offer unto this Honorable 
Councel,as our opinions and upon yery good grounds,that ifir _ mY 

P 
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plicaſe your Honors to uſe means to ſettle a Regulation in that fiſhing, 
We ſhall be neceſſitated to leave eff the Veyageznor only in regard We are un 
willing to engape jn contentions and quarrels with our UWn Country. 
mien, and becauſe of the Suirs and contentions which will therel y a. 
riſe, as of late jt hapned for a drife Whale raken up in Greenland in 
Anno.1650.But alſo our allowance or Salaries will thereby fall ſo ſhore, 
that we ſhall not be able ro maintain our wives and families therewith. 

Which Reaſons we humbly theught fir ro ofter unto your Honors in 
Writing,tecauſe of our unfitnefs to expreſs our ſelves verbally; and for 
prevention of giving offence to this Honorable Councel , by any one 
who ſhall be paſſionare. 

So moſt humbly defiring your Honors to rake the Premiſes into your 
grave and ſerious conſideration; and that you will be pleaſed ſpeedi- 
ly tofettle ſuch a Regulation in the fiſhing in Green. land., that your 
Supplicants may in the future proceed in their uſual Imployment, 
withour the like Intruſion; otherwiſe we ſhall be neceffirared co fol. 
low ſcme other Imployment for our livelyhoods:All which we hum- 
bly ſukmit to your Honors wiſdom. 


And as in duty bound ſhall ever pray,&c. 
12 Novemb.1651. | 


William Hare am WW Hum- 
Philip Ewers phreys | 
Abraham North The Mark of I. C. 
Robert Sayers junior Cater 


Stephen Fruer Fohn Mott | 
Foſeph Lambc William Stannard 
Richard Balooe Allan Davinſon. 
The Mark of Wil{i- 


Copza vera, Exam. by me Fohn Boſwc{l. 
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To the Right Honorable, the Councell for Trade. 


The humble Anſwer of divers Maſters of Ships and Harpineers that have for 
many years been imployed in the Whale- fiſhing Voyage in Green-land, 
To the Repreſentation of 6thers of the like Imployment 


\ \ / Hereas it is alledped in the ſaid Repreſentation, That the Mz- 

ſcovia Company fer our ſufficient Shipping laſt year to fiſh the 
Harbours of Bell-ſound and Horn-ſcund in Green-land; *'Tis humbly An- 
ſwered, That it is ready to be proved , that neer three rimes as many 
Whales that were ſeen and diſcovered , eſcaped out of the Harbour of 
Bell-ſound,as were taken this year; which would nor have been , if char 
Harbcur had been ſuffiticntly Fiſhed 3 and near as many Whales that 
were killed by rhe Company in Bell-ſound , clcaped through the in- 
\ufhciency of men and marerial<. 


' And 
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And whereas they alledg thar they might have killed as many more 
Whales as were taken by rhe faid Repreſenters 3 and thoſe whom rhey 
call Intrnders , if it had notbeen for the Intraders. Tis humbly an. 


| [wered,Thar Beiiſaund being 3o miles in lengri,and 15 miles in breadth, 


thnefſevecal Stocks fiſhing rhere, fiſh ar ſuch a diitance each from other, 
that 1r is altogether withour prejudice one 19 another. : And theſe Re- 
ſpondears do averr upon their Repurations, That no one Whale <ſcaped 
out of the ſaid Harbour this year by reaſon of any Competitizn !;crween 
theie Reſpondents and the Authors of the Repreſentation: 

and whereas it is alledgedin the ſaid Repreſentation, That by others 
hſhing in che ſaid Harbours,they have loſt their Means, and their Wages 
are ſo decreaſed, and will lo decay, if orhers beſides che Muſcovis Com- 
pany fiſh there, that they ſhall he forced to leave thar Imployment. 

The Reſpondents Anſwer , That fince other Englijh men beſides the 
Company have fiſhed in the ſaid Harbours , thoſe Harpinecrs that had 
bur 8/. Wages for their Voyage, have 161. Wages. 

And the ſaid Company have hitherto given lictle encouragement to 
Engliſh men to follow that Imployment , becauſe they have valued che 
Brskiners above Engliſh men, and given them 20/,Wages for a Voyage, 


"when they have given Enz/iſh men not above 1ofl. and yet theſe Re- 


ſpondents do aver that many Engliſh men are as able skilful Harpineers 
as any Br5kiners imployed by the Company; and theie Reſpondents de 
ſire fo the publick good of this Commonwealth in breeding Sceamen and 
$kilfull Fiſhermen, to breed up, and incourage Engliſh men in the Im- 
ployment of Harpineers. | 

And certainly when there ſhall be moſt Adventurers for Green-/and, 
rhe Wages of Harpincers will be moſt advanced,cvery man then ftriving 
tO get the moſt <kilfull Harpineer; and tis not to he ſuppoled in the 
Kules of Trade,Thar in cafe any Trade be free for all Merchavits, and 
very good gainfull Rerurns be probable, Thar ſuch a Trade can fall or 
decreaſe for want of Adventurers in it, and that's che cate of the Green. 
land Trade,though tis ſuggeſted by theſe Repreſenters, That they will 
in anger ceaſe from their Trade, if they have nor their own or rather 
cheir Maſters wills 3 as if the Commonwealth were bcholding ro them 
in following the Green.land Trade for the Commonwealths fare only. - 

As to the Reaſons for what is alledped in this humble Anſwer ro 
rhe ſaid Repreſentation , Theſe Reſpondencs humbly ſubmir them ro 


yourHonors,and are ready t » prove the marrer of Fatt rherein alledged, 


when your Honors ſhall require the ſame. 
Fohn Piebus uy | Abraham Duke CM ates 
Fohn Manary - Maſters. | Martin Croſhet : 
Will. Bellamy ) | Fohn Dod, Overſeer. 


In behalf of themſelves, and other Maſters and Har- 


pineers of London and Hull, uſing the Trade for 
Greenland, 'TiS 
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»-T"1s humbly defired by the Free Adventurers for Green/and, That 

Ta may rake notice of the Propoſals humbly made by them in refe- 
rence to the Freedom of that Fifhing Trade, and to anſwer all Chje- 
Rions againſt them, ariſing from ſeares thar the Trade will bee loft : 
unleſs the Huſcovia Company bee encouraged , by being ſuffered to en- 
groſs that Trade. | 


It was humbly propoſed by the free-Adventurers for Greenland, 
Thar they would give ſufficient ger 5x Seven years time, to ſend 
out as many Tun of Tipping for the Fiſhing Voyage to Greenland, as 
the Muſcouvia-Company hath ſent (one year with another) theſe Ten ' 
years, and yet leave the Muſcovia-Company and all others free to Ad- 
venture what ſhipping they pleaſe for that Voyage. 


And the faid Adventurers humbly hope, That by this it will appear 
that they ſeek nor themſelves only, bur the Publique good, and encou- 


- ragement of Induſtry and Ingenuity, in endevouring co make Fiſhing 


free for thoſe that will be moſt ingenious and irduſtrious in the 
management of it, all Engliſhmen having an <quall right thereunto, 


A es, 


——_—_—_—_— —— 
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